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Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that
three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would
never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more
extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him
[many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people
waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his
custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the
capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would
stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and
the Two Sharpers clii.Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the
folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess
and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon
them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O
misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved
thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?'
asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..So he was
concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee
chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those
who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath
given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for
indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".18. The Thief and
his Monkey clii.Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there
appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth
from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy
looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the
man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let
down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to
exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she
gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she
'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought
himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and
I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record
is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes;
after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso
lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred
dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I
am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make
proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the
Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is
excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi,
who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this
woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon
him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we
would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".The
eunuch thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road,
when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road,
enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to
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the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of
him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward];
but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he
looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be
come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and
weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.He abode weeping
for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over
faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing
neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode
there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the
end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the
gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be
sat down hard by the gate..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with
his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both
looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned,
dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I
sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders;
whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way,
whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender
masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.When she had made an
end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth
she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the
love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call
him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would
assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy
lord.".So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my
shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus
[laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me,
if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on
life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i.
230..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her
loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was
even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks
come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in
himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a
hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant
and the old woman and the king.".I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken
their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).The Fourth Day.."Away with him from me! Who is at the
door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following
verses:].Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of
the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news
of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for
departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are
gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of
the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the
mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear
unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli."There was once a
man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his
father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of
God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but
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his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of
improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out
on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..All who were present were delighted
and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and
making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most
of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes
and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and
danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance,
and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's
sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his
bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently,
she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate
things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.69.
Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full
moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took
leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her
one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for
Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the
throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of
the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and
grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and
straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God
the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..Presently, in came
Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our
sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he
returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time
for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad."
Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou
sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead
and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el
Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is
well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the
youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew
her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they
embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled
forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How
should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and
they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is
to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go
forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if
otherwise, do thou flee.".Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a
letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and
hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the
cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and
the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the
sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the
throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.'
And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the
wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.? ? ? ? ?
n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out
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on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and
would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she
gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have
eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make
excuse to him for me."."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? And
pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of
passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind
When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and
the, ii. 117..There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was
well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him
to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a
druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the
druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and
fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the
drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and
bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the
dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all
manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!"
And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's
blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the
Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard
this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth
the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my
father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from
the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder;
whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out
graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and
come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was
the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the
skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that
had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods
without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of
having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ?
? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..Now
thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her
head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this
for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to
him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of
aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and
entreated her kindly..? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..When they heard
me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are
ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our
fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder
mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy
history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till
now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate
and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By
Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried
me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and
towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a
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city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled
with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was
no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was
[king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and
the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things
become straight, after crookedness..Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a
comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the
merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253)
who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these
words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld
this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove
the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of
the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was
assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who
taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of
her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his
own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and
allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma
abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and
affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long
desire to wakefulness a prey..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who
forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and
still my case bewray..Calcutta (1814-18) Text..? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd
marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan
and the, i. 203..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became
enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved
him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I
foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself
and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him
[to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady
lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who
believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth
who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with
me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall
see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in
haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a
number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this,
so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the
king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant,
whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his
sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?'
Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and
thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who
of his grace will not forget me e'er..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where
hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him,
and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart
was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding
pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay
down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he
bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not
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my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for
thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the
king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway.
When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour
more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command
it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain
we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison
him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman
dclvi.I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other
clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in
my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then
they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat,
when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so
the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought
you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is
to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.? ? ? ? ? All hearkening
to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether
in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I
feel..Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his
house..Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..Son, The History of King Azadbekht
and his, i. 61..Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities
of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came
to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which
had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook
myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels,
and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed,
what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there
remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God
the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on
horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the
heart of his grandfather..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..?THE
THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a
king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might
and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors]
from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es
Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the
new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of
arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was
a ravishment to mankind..When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then
he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby,
(128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister
Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and
indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for
thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that
which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in
the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit
drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down
to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if
Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are
therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his
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troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship
from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein,
together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to
the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and
the Princess Dunya cvii.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..When the troops entered
Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the
troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to
him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like
of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..? ? ?
? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to
favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.When
the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost
honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and
shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing,
till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of
men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us
after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that
were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and
drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..127. The Justice of Providence
cccclxxviii.103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout,
Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the
townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till
there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of
the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a
ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a
sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.The
company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of
strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst
the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an
opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window
giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one
of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth
with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So
they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my
wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not
and endeavour was useless.'
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