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? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..A certain thief was a
[cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither
companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in
flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When
he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he
aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate,
endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord
vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a
lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the
picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in
a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of
body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that
they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me
largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the
picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former
lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings
thereof..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and
offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee].
Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber
and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a
francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given
him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against
him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his
head..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..Now there remained one
after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came to the mouth of
the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the
boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with her some
days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she died. I
mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and abandoned
the former]..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..? ?
? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art
thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in
challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against
my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech,
he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself
against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..95.
Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the
Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..King's Daughter of
Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she
should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up
to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I
found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the
king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the
king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who
should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself,
and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the
warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his
caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty
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place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..Then he bade set up for
her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a
king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to
bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may
worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of
the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his
wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin
the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy
presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her
story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my
body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is
straitened. To Thee, I complain,.106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.71. Yehya ben
Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of
the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon
the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies
ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and
night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave
not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on
all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with
his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered
him and brought him off alive..23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing
for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could
not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King
Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my
servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,'
answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest
thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his
uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts
pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,'
answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her
lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that
she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And
he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou
mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and
handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my
son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king
heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King
Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but
severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.? ? ? ? ? And high is my
repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan,
King, i. 215..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee
for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without
thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was
exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the
affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us
out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..Presently, up came the Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the
Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was
grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before
Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars
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and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall
be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and
gotten thy stake.".When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his
understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress
of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and
vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the
interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..When the king heard
this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my
vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image
came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones
all are ta'en from me away..70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and
he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke
took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy
desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the
mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the
night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer,
supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up,
crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).?
? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.I went forth one day,
purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said
to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?"
asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the
river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him,
"Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth
of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the
perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.[Then
they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found
the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to
them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord
Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use]
stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware
of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when
he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what
hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise
stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that
Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.The Eight Night of the Month.Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!),
'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe
and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier
than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".?STORY
OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..78. The Water-Carrier and the
Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.? ? ? ?
? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the
Reckoning-Day!.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of
thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country
and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad.
Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen
me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my
house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to
God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed
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exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said
to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she
turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she
improvised and recited the following verses:.Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..When she had made an end of her song, she
threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water;
and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O
Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19)
and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade
return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the
Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and
his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an
hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses
and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all
this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El
Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for
unto her he sent nothing..167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.Now the
children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the
week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return
and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned
to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went
wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..When it was the
appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the
money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be
lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on
him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them,
"This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time,
till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he
said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son
of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies'
despite, no envious neighbour's hate..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering
myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me
relent and bid my tears be dried..Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and
returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting
one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them
not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said
to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in
verse:.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah,"
answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on
before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she;
and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper
and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us
a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and
fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather
rug..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup,
said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to
Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to
her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.When it was night, the king summoned the
vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.When
her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for
that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say
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to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I
will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee;
for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case,
let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..?STORY OF THE KING
AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said,
"O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains
to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they
looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a
jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back."
Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two
thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is
slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved."."O Shehrzad,"
quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that
which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart,"
answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard
that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and
offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all
alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his
eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her
may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down
there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her,
for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he
bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her
torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for
one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.? ? ? ? ?
So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was
ever yet a mortal spared of thee?."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and
delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind
and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the
lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we
[set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was
moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of
gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand
dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her
and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following
verses:.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was
Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130)
improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you,
that feel the pain.'.114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and
said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking
wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the
place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and
she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat.
Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked
me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went
away..Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had
there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that
he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him
permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a
merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an
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underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard
this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.? ? ? ? ?
Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..The Twenty-Sixth
Night of the Month..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she
thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her,
saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the
Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there
[arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen
Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West.
These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her
and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of
the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.Now this
servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with
King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent
him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and
rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..Then she discovered to him a part of her
bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!"
Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?"
Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after
which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me
[and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it
moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter,
may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with
wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those
who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and
improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom
belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and
lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and
seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I
desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought
out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from
[visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and
discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an
absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow
and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt
cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? I rede
thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim
and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of
their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate
and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her
their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So
he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship,
he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my
house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong
the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves?
Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is
not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and
now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".Now the man who had stolen the clothes and
forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him
to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for
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whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided
him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came
to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..When King Shah Bekht heard this,
he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he
comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el
Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].When in the
sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135.
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