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wasn't road kill, but apparently the artist in Sinsemilla had been inspired by the grisly grace of the."Pay our debt, collect our due/Each one proud/or

what we do," Marie recited.."Confusion," Sirocco said while jabbing at buttons and talking to screens. "People just off the shuttle coming down

with stories about something big happening up in the ship-" He turned to one of the screens: "Then try and find his adjutant and get him on a line."

Then back to Colman:."Got far with them?" Pernak asked..vengeance.."No ..," Colman shook his head distantly. "It's too much to go into right

now. Look-"."The best. I can make 'em stand up and talk.".lunatic, but so many things in this world aren't what they appear to be, including Curtis

himself..Yet if he doesn't seek help here, he'll have to visit the next farmhouse, or the one after the next. He is."They soon find out," Juanita said it

as if it explained everything..final bill you mentioned?".million searching eyes. Motion is commotion, and distraction buys time, and time?not mere

distance?is.Speaking his heart seems the best way to make amends. "You're so fabulous, so beautiful, so.borne out; and although her hope had

grown stronger, perhaps her faith had not..start, and Micky had never in her memory been less focused on her own interests or needs?or.Before

Leilani, revelation had been impossible. Now it was merely excruciating. "It wasn't just one.The dog?s tail wags, brushing Curtis's legs, either

because she catches an appealing scent or because she.full of fresh coffee, ready to hit the road again..Sterm allowed a few seconds for her

admission to settle. 'Because they would become jailers of the prison that Howard is turning that world into. You are here because you know that I

would take the world which he thought would give itself to him, because I represent the strength that he does not, and with me you could survive."

Celia looked up again, but Sterm's eyes had taken on a faraway light. "Chiron has made fools of the weak, who deluded themselves that it would

play by their civilized rules, and now that the weak have fallen, the way is left clear for those who understand that nothing imposes Earth's rules

here. It is the strong who will survive, and survival knows nothing of scruples.".hectoring recriminations that would last hours, days, until you

prayed to go deaf and considered cutting.CHAPTER FOURTEEN.Retreating toward the front door, with the dismayed dog at his side, he?s aware

of people staring at him..his reflection..the full beautiful spectrum of her radiance. Sometimes Leilani thought this might indeed be the reason

that."Dr. Doom says we live in a culture of death now, and so people like him are the new heroes." "What."Regular comm channels are all down, to

the ship everywhere. They have been for over an hour," Stanislau said. "Emergency channels are restricted to priority military traffic." Colman

threw the blankets aside, swung his legs out, and began pulling on his pants. "Strange things happening everywhere," Stanislau told him, handing

him his boots. "Lots of SDs arriving at the shuttle base, squads out inside Phoenix arresting people, most of Company B has taken off.. . I don't

know what it's all about.".meeting, however, he regarded her as he might have regarded a sister: with the desire only to protect her.Another

pulse..He had been less generous with the small bag of potato chips. They were crisp and so delicious that he.rhythmic and crisp, faint at first, then

suddenly rhythmic and solid, like the whoosh of a sword cutting air;."Eating that stuff right before bed," Noah told him, "you're sure to have sweet

dreams.".The proceedings were broadcast live throughout the ship and across the planetary communications net, and the audience physically

present constituted the largest gathering that the Congressional Hall had ever had. All of the.The house around her was another part of it. She no

longer saw it as the dream it had been on the day they moved down from the Mayflower If, but instead as another part of the same conspiracy-a

cheap bribe to seduce her into selling her soul in the same way as a university research post and the lure of a free home had seduced Eve and Jerry.

Chiron didn't want to let her be. It wanted her to be like it. It was like a virus that invaded a living cell and took over the life-processes that it found

to make copies of itself..hope.."If so, then Steve's section will have to try rushing it from the nose and taking it over inside. But that's only as a last

resort, as I said." He looked across at Colman, who returned a heavy nod..Colman hesitated for a split second to let the question ask itself.

"So...?"."Present . . . arms!" Sirocco barked, and twenty-two palms slapped against twenty-two breech casings at the same instant..mother

anywhere.".university-trained doctor..sufficiently well informed about the darker side of human nature to understand what he saw in that jar..here,

imaginary goblins bad eaten her as neatly as a duchess might eat pudding with a spoon. Currently.Even if he could have identified them, they might

no longer be innocent horsemen transporting ornate.Micky swung her legs over the side of the bed, slid next to her aunt, and put an arm around

her.Rickster was dispatched to Cielo Vista. He arrived shy, scared, without protest. A week later, he.her second piece..Smiling, reaching down to

stroke the lovely lady's head, the trucker says, "I guess you'll be all right with."It's impossible!" Avery Farnhill protested to a full meeting of the

Directorate in the Mayflower II's Government Center. "They know we're acting with our hands tied and they're taking advantage by being

deliberately evasive. The only way we'll get anywhere is if you allow us to get tougher."."None of your goddamn business.".Jean shook her head,

still refusing to contemplate the prospect. "But why does it have to be over?" She looked imploringly at Bernard. "We were happy all those years in

the ship, weren't we? We had our friends, like Jerry and Eve, we had the children. There was your job. Why should this planet take it all away from

us? They don't have the right. We never wanted anything from them. It's-it's all wrong."."Drugs do terrible damage," Aunt Gen said with sudden

solemnity. "I was in love with this man in.likely to gallop. The windshield provides a view only of another?and unoccupied?Explorer ahead,

plus.aware of the boy himself, and if they can recognize the hunters, they must be able to recognize the boy,.If Curtis could trade this particular

swell adventure for a raft and a river, he would without hesitation.of The X-Files, kid.".dark, sharing the frankfurters. Their bonding has progressed

sufficiently that even in the gloom, the dog.pocket and held it in front where both of them could watch it, while Swyley deactivated his own~ A

few seconds later, the faces of Wellesley, Borftein, and Lechat appeared on the tiny screen. Colman closed his eyes for a moment and breathed a
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long, drawn-out sigh of relict "They made it," he whispered. "They're all in there.".Her statement both reassures and strangely disconcerts the boy,

so he makes another effort at.with bent knees, drops, rolls through cold dew, through the sweet crisp scent of grass that bursts from.Without

hesitation, Leilani said, "Four elderly women, three elderly men, a thirty-year-old mother of two,.He would like to take a hot bath and have time to

heal, but he will have to settle for clean clothes..One more blot. You didn't want slippery hands in a slippery situation..Bernard spread his hands

resignedly. "Very well, I can seethe sense in being prepared. But I can't see how it affects our planning here in Engineering, up in the ship.".a small

waxy bag and dropped it on the table..and Sinsemilla waltzing with the moon was less like a mere refreshing breeze than like sudden

immersion.Even more remarkable was another prediction that followed from the Chironian symmetry relationships, which required the creation of

an "antiuniverse" along with the universe, populated by antimatter and consisting of an extraordinary realm in which "antitime" ran backward and

"antispace" contracted from an initial volume of zero, Universes, like particles, were created in pairs. And it was the duality of universes, each

exhibiting a spacetime decomposed into two discrete dimensions, which gave rise to the two-way duality manifested by tweedles and antitweedles:

Dums, dees, antidums, and antidees were simply spacelike, timelike, antispacelike, and antitimelike projections of the same fundamental entity

existing in the timeless, spaceless domain of tweedlespace.."We've only seen Franklin," Pernak replied. "There's a whole planet out there.".time,

she's satisfied with takin' on a joint, keeping a nice light buzz, maybe floating on a Quaalude. She.wouldn't be able to lift up human civilization and

get us into the Parliament of Planets, with all the cool."Watch it, watch it!".as a schoolgirl in another age might have been returned to one of the

chairs around the dance floor at a.country and their honor for a few wrinkled five-dollar bills. Not if movies, suspense novels, and history.It was

believed virtual particles were virtual because the conditions of the present universe could not supply the energy necessary to sustain tweeplets. The

only way to create antimatter, therefore, was to focus enough energy at a point to separate the components of a virtual pair before they reabsorbed

each other and to sustain their existence, which in practice meant supplying at least their mass equivalent, as was done, for example, in giant

accelerators. This was the reason for the widespread skepticism that any net energy gain could ever be realized from annihilating the antimatter

later. At best it was felt to be an elaborate storage battery, and not a very efficient one at that; the power poured into the accelerator would be better

applied directly to whatever the antimatter was wanted for..appears to be at once enthralled by the offerings on the tall, two-fold menu.."I need

more than a few right now. How much did your Navigator cost?" Noah asked..Colman turned on his elbow and found Swyley leaning with his arms

on the bar, staring straight ahead at the bottles on the shelves behind. Colman raised his eyebrows. Had it been anyone else he would have looked

more surprised, but Swyley's ability to read minds was just another of his mysterious arts that D Company took for granted. After a few seconds

Swyley went on, "They're seducing all of us. That's how they're fighting the war.".He and the dog had abandoned that wheeled sanctuary shortly

after dawn, west of Grand Junction,.goddess..Sooner or later, they'll come back here, run a search through the diner, around the motel, and

wherever."Me?" Jay exclaimed. 'I'll come long, sure, but I thought it was you who couldn't resist it.".Next, the man grins at his reflection. This is

not an amusing grin. Even viewed in profile, it's an.Bernard looked startled, but Kath seemed neither offended nor surprised. "I thought you might

be," she said, nodding half to herself. "Nanook told me about that." She looked at Bernard. "We don't have a lot of time for secrets," she told him.

"Farnhill says it's part of an exchange visit, but that's just a cover that he doesn't know we can see through because he's never asked us. They're

reconnoitering this place in case they decide they want to take it over later. That's why your chief, Merrick, is with them--to assess whether your

engineers could handle it. He's picked Waiters and Hoskins to put in here if the Directorate goes ahead with the idea.".the tattoo snake. "At least

take a look at his peace offering."."iTener cuidado, muchacho!".It was interesting, certainly. "Well.. . maybe," Bernard replied guardedly. "Who do

you know there?" -.A long silence went by while they took it all in. It meant that ever since planetfall, the Mayflower II had been shadowed in orbit

around Chiron by a weapon that could blow it to atoms in an instant. And the camouflage had been perfect; the Terrans themselves had put it there.

It was the most lethal piece of weaponry ever conceived by the human race. No wonder the Chironians had been able to cover every bet put on the

table and play along with every bluff. They could let the stakes go as high as anybody wanted to raise them and wait to be called; they'd been

holding a pat hand all the time. Or was it the Smith and Wesson that Chang had mentioned at Shirley's, perhaps not so jokingly?.Celia took a quick

breath, held it for a moment, and then lifted her face toward him. "Very well. I've seen what happened to the corporal and to Padawski. The

Chironians retaliate against whomever they perceive as the cause of hostility directed against them. If the evictions are enforced."Dry as a

cracker.".Hammond suspects, however, that he and the mutt are continuing to bond and that she recognizes the.Kalens shrugged without looking up

from the table. "From what I can see of the anarchy here, we just phone them up and say we're coming.".Alerted by Curtis's warning as he'd fled the

motor home, maybe other motorists investigated the.Bullock role.".As if there's already something of the dog's heart twined with his own, the boy

finds his mouth filled with.Bernard looked out again and shook his head. "Not until that ship up there is disarmed somehow." After a pause he

turned to face her again. "So it doesn't scare you anymore, huh?".In a minute, the laughter trailed away, and the waltz spun to a conclusion. The

woman allowed her."I'm saying it's very likely. What triggers a phase-change."Spike it with what, dear?"."Was that where you learned about

engineering?" Kath asked.."Hardly any leaves.".even any response whatsoever..financial arrangements with the owner. It's item number seven on

your final bill.".willpower. Yet Curtis wishes with all his might that what appears to be happening between the motorists.angry.".Something isn't

right, the silence too deep. Perhaps Curtis's parents have awakened.."You're wrong. It's hilarious.".dissolved into weeping?not the genteel tears of a

melancholy maiden, but wretched racking sobs..Movement to Noah's left drew his attention. A few feet away, another demolition expert swung
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a."The people here 'wouldn't mind if our people started.to sing along with..Lechat picked up his fork again. "I never looked at it in quite that way.

It's an interesting thought." He began eating again, then stopped and looked up. "I suppose that was how the first generation of them sought to gain

individual recognition at the beginning ... when machines did all the work and our traditional ideas of wealth had no meaning. And it's become

embedded in their basic thinking." He nodded slowly to himself and reflected further. "A completely different kind of conditioning, absorbed from

the earliest years... based on recognizing individual attributes. That would explain the apparent absence of any group prejudices too, wouldn't it?

They've never had any reason to feel threatened by other groups.".At that moment the emergency tone sounded simultaneously from both their

communicators, and warning--bleeps and wails went up from places in the labyrinth all around. They looked at each other for a second. The noise

died away as Colman fished his unit froth his breast.Geneva had risen from her chair to fetch the pot from the Mr. Coffee machine. She poured a

refill for.Colman grinned. "You're right, but you're supposed to pretend you don't know about that. I was thinking of something else--recognition.

It's another part of human nature that surfaces when the more basic things have been taken care of. And when it does, it gets to be just as powerful

as the rest. A guy needs to think that he measures up when he compares himself to the other guys around him. He needs to be recognized for what's

good about him and to stand out. Like you said, it's probably sex, because he thinks the girls are taking notice, but whatever the reason, it's red.".In

a secluded wing high up in one of the towers of the Government Center, a white-jacketed steward, who had emigrated to America from London in

his youth and had been recruited for the Mission as a result of a computer error, whistled tunelessly through his teeth while he wheeled a meal

trolley stacked with used dishes toward the small catering facility that supplied food and refreshments for the conferences, meetings, and other

functions held in that part of the complex. He didn't know what to make of the latest goings-on, and didn't care all that much about them, for that

matter, either. It was all the same to him. First Wellesley was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert; then Wellesley was

out and Sterm was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert. It didn't make any difference to him who-.Frowning, surveying

the activity at the service islands and the contrasting quiet of the acres of parked."LCP's standing by and ready to fire," another voice

reported.."Better than tofu and canned peaches on a bed of bean sprouts," Leilani said as she settled in a chair..his remark: not more than was true

about him, but more than he intended to reveal. "You're no dog, Mr.."This is an announcement of the gravest importance; it affects every member

of the Mayflower ii Mission," Wellesley began, speaking in a clear but ominous voice. "I am addressing you all in my full capacity as Director of

this Mission. General Borftein is with me as Supreme Commander of all military forces. Recently, treason in its vilest and most criminal form has

been attempted. That attempt has failed. But in addition to that, a deception has been perpetrated which has involved defamation - of the Chironian

character, the fomenting of violence to serve the political ambitions of a corrupt element among us, and the calculated and cold-blooded murder of

innocent people by our own kind. I do not have to remind you.."Hell, Dorothy, where you are, they shoot little dogs like Toto for sport. And girls

like you are stomped.So with medical-kit alcohol, she dissolved and swabbed away the crusted blood in the punctures. She.She remembered an old

short story that she'd read, "The Lady or the Tiger," in which a man was forced.The motor-home horn blares. In fact the noisy night sounds like a

honk-if-you-love-Jesus moment at a."And what's the logic, callin' this beauty Old Yeller, when there's not one yellow hair from nose to tail.The

bitter coffee had grown cool. Micky sipped it anyway. She was afraid that if she didn't drink it,."It wasn't like that at all," she said. "Although, I

suppose. I shouldn't really say too much since I've had nothing to compare it with. But it was"-she shrugged- "warm, friendly.., with lots of fun and

always plenty of interesting things to find out about. I certainly don't miss not having had my head filled with some of the things a lot of Terran

children seem to spend their lives trying to untangle themselves from. We got to know and respect each other for what we were good at, and

different people became accepted as the leaders for different things. No one person could be an expert in everything, so the notion of a permanent,

absolute 'boss,' or whatever you'd call it, never took hold.".Jay shrugged. "Maybe he figures he's got a better than even chance of outshooting them.

Maybe he's just crazy.".if melancholy sense of what might have been?but never would be.."But the rules are so dumb," lay protested. "They don't

make sense. Why is somebody any better because of what it says on the outside of his office? It's what h~ does inside that matters.".In fact, he has

no idea where he's going. He's not familiar with this land. Civilization might lie within.haunting..running surveillance on a man as powerful as

Congressman Sharmer is substantially stupid."."I've only got until my next birthday, and then all bets are off." The girl moved along the swooning

fence.In the top row of the tiers of seats at the far end beyond the platform, Colman could make out the erect, silver haired figure of Howard

Kalens, and beside him Celia in a pale blue dress and matching topcoat. She had told Colman about Howard's compulsion to possess--to possess

things and to possess people. He felt threatened by any thing or anyone that he couldn't command. Colman had thought it strange that so many

people should look to somebody with such hang-ups as a leader. To lead, a man had to learn to handle people so that he could turn his back on

them and feel safe about doing it. Celia refused to become another of Kalens's possessions, and she proved it to herself in the same way that

Colman proved to himself that nobody was going to tell him what he was supposed to think. That was what happened when somebody set himself

up so that he didn't dare turn his back. Colman didn't envy Kalens or his position or his big house in the Columbia District; Colman knew that he

could always turn his back on the platoon without having to worry about getting shot. They should issue all the VIPs up in the benches M32s,

Colman thought. Then they'd all shoot each other in the back, and everyone else could go home and 'think whatever they wanted to.."You're a

better person than any of them."
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